Cytogenetic characterization of Brazilian Paspalum accessions.
Chromosome number, pairing relationship and meiotic behavior were evaluated in 24 Brazilian accessions of different Paspalum species as an initial screening to determine which of them might be useful in an interspecific hybridization program. The analysis showed that six were diploids, 16 tetraploids and two hexaploids. The pairing relationship was typical for the ploidy level and agreed with reported data. However, the meiotic behavior after diakinesis was much more abnormal than expected considering the pairing relationship. There was a high frequency of abnormal tetrads in the majority of accessions.